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Editords Mess
Where to begin? fereare so many people to thank for making BU©O 50"

AnniversaryEvent such a succesBirst of all, Rik Scholes for bring it to our
attention and providings with the history of ar observatorandfor all he The Ottawa Observatory
does adirector d the FLOandfor all he did in the ledup to & well as the

day of the event. Thanjou, Rick Ottawa Centre would belesser place
without you. Monthly Challenge Objects

Ottawa Skies

Adventures in Spectroscopy

Mike Moghadamand hisassistnts thank you for running the Telescope SRRk RAE

Clinic. PaulKlauninger thank you for the Astrophotography Clinic and for § membersin the News
your efforts with Chris Teron to géte Paul Canision observatory functional. _
Thank you to Andre &juettefor providing the barequeand doing kthe Carp Star Parties
cooking. Thank you to Janetilfoch for helping desigthehoodies and tee FLO Star Parties
shirts. And a specighank you to my daughter Julia for helping with just
about everything all day.

Next Meeting

Centrelnformation

One thing | would likeo draw attention tooDuring the October meeting a
reference was made to the Rolf Meier observatory havinglirespreathetb
us by Rolf. Infact, Rick Scholes purchased it from Linda Meier after Balhtimely passingand Rick
generously donatethie observatory antelescope to the Ottawa Centre @isie athe FLO. Not only thatbut
Rick alsocovered most of the cost of transporting and insigllhe observatoryThank you again, Rick.

Dond t f o rthg 0" Anrivarsaly Observing Challenge is still going ofthe list isincludedas the Monthly
Challengeftis month. Youwodt b e f i r s tThathonow goespd Rechaed Taylidot only did he
observe them glbut he alssuomittedphotos & them all. Congratulations Richard.

Clear skiesand say safe,

Gordon
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Ottawa Skies
By Daw Chisholm

Ottawa Skies for
October 2021

October 2021

October 20 Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will
be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 14:57 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American
tribes as the Hunters Moon because iattiime of year the leaves dadling, and the game is fat and ready to
hunt. This moon has also been known as the Travel Moon and the Blood Moon.
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This map plots the motion of Comet 29P/Schwassrvdanhmann nightly through October 21st. Positions are
for 12h UT (8 a.m. EDT; 7 a.m. CDT; 6 a.m. MDT; and 5 a.m. PDT). The limiting magnitude, orientation
(north up for all charts), and field of view areosm in the upper left corner. All charts feature a nadpel

bright guide star (circled), also shown on the wide map below, that you can use as a-pifnpng for your
comet hunt.
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Draconid meteor shower: where to look
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October 7- Draconids Meteor Shower. The Draconids is a minor meteor shower producing only about 10
meteors per hour. It is produced by dust grains left behind by comet 21P Gigioh#m, which was first
discovered in 1900. The Draconids is an unushaeiver in that the best viewing is in the early evening instead
of early morning like most other showers. The shower runs annually from Oct@bear@l peaks this year on
the the night of the 7th. This year, the nearly new moon will leave dark skiebdbshould be an excellent
show. Best viewing will be in the early evening from a dark location far away from city lights. Meteors will
radiate from the constellation Draco, but can appear anywhere in the sky.
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Orionids Meteor Shower — October 21/22
N =

o
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- Bestviewed after Enidnight
- 20 meteors/hour
- remnants of dust from Halley’s comet

October 21, 22 Orionids Meteor Shower. The Orionids is an average shower producing up to 20 meteors per
hour at its peak. It is produced by dust grains left behind by comet Halley, which has been known and
observed since anciemitnes. The shower runs annually from October 2 to November 7. It peaks this year on
the night of October 21 and the morning of October 22. The full moon will be a problem this year for the
Orionids. Its glare will block out all but the brightest meteonst iByou are patient, you should still be able to
catch a few good ones. Best viewing will be from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the
constellationOrion butcan appear anywhere in the sky.
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Northern Taurids Meteor Shower November 4/5
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Best viewing after midnight.

November 4, 5 Taurids Meteor Shower. The Taurids is a ksagning minor meteor shower producing only
about 510 meteors per hour. It is unusual in that it consists of two separate streams. The first is produced by
dustgrains left behind by Asteroid 2004 TG10. The second stream is produced by debris left behind by Come
2P Encke. The shower runs annually from September 7 to December 10. It peaks this year on the the night o
November 4. The new moon will leave dark sktas year for what should be an excellent show. Best viewing
will be just after midnight from a dark location far away from city lights. Meteors will radiate from the
constellation Taurubut can appear anywhere in the sky.
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Sun

Mercury

Rise/Set 08:37/18:56> 06:11/17:18

October 25- Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation. Look for the planet low in the eastern sky just
before sunrise.
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Venus

Visible in the evening.

Rise/Set 11:12/20:11> 12:05/19:55

October 29¢ Greatest Eastern Elongation. Look in the western sky just after sunset.

Mars
Not visible
Rise/Set 07:15/18:45> 07:02/17:29

Jupiter

Visible in the evening.
Rise/Set 17:04/02:59> 15:06/01:00
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Saturn

Visible in the evening.
Rise/Set 16:20/01:35> 14:23/23:35

Uranus
Visible evening and through night.
Rise/Set 19:59/10:12> 17:58/08:08

Neptune
Visible evening and through night.
Rise/Set 18:07/05:31> 16:08/03:30
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The Ottawa Centre Observatory:
The Ottawa Observatory:

50" Anniversary Event
by Rick Scholes

This past September vneld an inperson (!) celebration dhe 50" anniversaryof our Ottawa Centre
observatory.The very firststar party was held at the North Mounta@bservatory in September 197A.series
of events were held on Saturday 11 September 2021 totmsukilestone An estimated 60 to 70 people
attended at some point during the day, some for the clinics, some for the badmehseme just to see the
facility and say hello.

Unfortunatly, the evening star party was not possible due to solid oveksste know from thebservatory
log books, cloud star party nights are not unusuale try never to let this deter our enttassn for astronomy.
All the other events planned for the day were well attended and fully enjdyeduccess of the dayas in no
small way related to this being our firsin-videogathering of any kind in 18 months, thanks to the Gd@d
pandemic.Whata relief to meet our astronomy friends again in persdhparticipants were requested to be
fully vaccinatedas well as observe distanciagdfacemask protocols

The events began at 2pm with a telescope clinic organized by Mikbadam. This was attetled bya dozen
membersvho brought theiguestionsabout operation and troubleshooting, along with their own gear which
spanned the fullefrador/reflector/SCT rangeA team ofsix volunteemembergrovided oneon-oneguidance
and nstruction The southmound was a busy place for a couple of houmstructor Andre Paquette found time
to show daytime views of Arcturus, Venus, and sunspot clusters with his own SCT.

Keeping one eye on the dark clouds moviagidly acrossthesky | o pened asgerobdergatoly 8 0
for display. Richard Harding took the opportunity to show it to interested members. Obseetiersnay
have noticed the new sabnWdes h g atdbaté tetlgedangr.Stephen T h e
Nourse has fabricatetieseclassysigns for eaclof the thredelescopethat will be residenat FLO.

Over on the north mound, Chris Teron and Paul K
SkyShed pod, now named nThe PThisdetp Gas now baerodebuddedmtver i
a long strugglasdescribed by Chris ithe Septembehstronotes. This equatorially mounted scope will be
useable for visual and agptwotography.The official opening and training sessions are expected to begin later
this year. Chris and Paul also answered questions about astrophotography, along with Andrew Brown who
demonstrated his highly portable, customized setup.

Adjacent to the SkyShed deck, members were able to see the concrete pad and pier ready to iMeave the
dome. (Two days after tis event, thadome was successfully reassembled onto the p&hlig will sooncontain
AThe Rol f Mei er ,Meano@sirapiysids2efractos thah gspedallysuited toplanetary
observation Commissioning worlon ths setupwill continue irto the late fall.
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Back at the clubhouse, sales of th& &@niversary-shirts and hoodies were brisResigned byGordon

Webster and Janet Tulloctihese garments argyargeous royablue, with a graphiof the observatory
sihouetted against a Mil ky Way st ar Goidanbnd daughterduliac a p
managed to dispense 48lirts and 30 hoodies, many of which were proudly worn by members including
myself that afternoonThe multi-taskingMr. Webser also ran a sketching workshop, complete with models of
lunar crater®nwhich attendees practised

During the afternooit was gratifying that number of members took the opportunity simply to pagiaour
wonderful observatoryLong-time membersncludingLinda Meier,Barry Matthews, Doug George, aRdb

Dick all made appearancescheck out the latest changésnumber ofnewer members also came farfirst

look, and hopefully will return on clear sky nights.

There was some comic religfidafternoon when a young man, after wedging his car into the only available

parking spot, asked me where he should go. fAWhat
looked around, and, seeing lots of telescope but no wedding, sudgestgdhe Mill of Kintail Gate House
insteadHow he found us, |l 6m not sure.

At the peak there were at least 25 cars parked on site, more thane e v er s e e Rortunatelyt he |
another volunteer Rick Whitgas abletew | e ar t h e rking area tofthinastheasofpha main parking

lot, which quickly filledup. There was just enough room for everyptimugh some did park on Bennies

Corners Road and walk down the access lane.

As the clinic wound down in the late afternoangastrephotographer and chief cook Andre Paquette set up
his barbequat 5pmand fed hamburgers and hotddgsabout40 members and guestBhroughout thelaywe
were serenaded by the guitard singing of Ghislai®erise, who covered many favourjtekl and new.
Anyone who has experiencadstar party night ith him playing knows how sgrialit is. On this occasion Bill
Myles occasionall\accompaniedhislain onvocalsand took a few turns on guitar himself

Gordon Webster deserves much of the credit for makisgiayhappentheactivity content, garment design,
ordering and distribution, observing challenge, his own workshop, angpeméding allthe food and drinks.
Before the event, Brian Lavergaad Rick Whitdnsured the grass was mowed and the outhavasetidy.

Thanks to Chris Teron for bringing his drone and providing the overhead phikeoMoghadam, Andre

Paquette, Bill Myles, Hani Mehrez, Richard Harding, and Rob Millard generously donated their time as clinic
instructors. It alwaystakes a teanotpull these things off.

A reminder thastill underway ighe 50" anniversary observing challengsmnounced in the August 2021
Astronotes There will be certificates for all those who complete it and a prize for the firsttodosd. 6 s h o
for clear skies on the next members star party, scheduled for Oct®beF20O. Now that you know where

FLO is, you have no excuse\sit it more oftet
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Mike Moghadam (second from left) kicks off the telescope clinic at 2pm (photo: R. Scholes)
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The telescope clinic in full swing on the south mound (photo: R. Scholes)
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